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ROLE OF THE POLICE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE
The constitution protects all citizens of the Federal Republic of America. Over time, the constitution has been Amendments severally to capture all the American-born citizens despite the race, religion, ethnicity, and culture. The citizens enjoy the freedom of movement, speech, property ownership, education, political views, and many more. The justice system is responsible for ensuring that these rights are preserved and protected. In line with the US Constitution, all American born citizens enjoy the freedom of self-expression, freedom to worship, right to a fair court hearing in the presence of a jury, right to vote for public officials and run for elected public office, right for the application of federal employment, and freedom to pursue life, liberty, and happiness (USCSI, 2020). Besides the rights and freedom guaranteed to them by the constitution, they are required to support and defend the constitution of the United States, stay informed about communal issues, respect and obey federal, state and local laws, participation in local community activities, serve the jury when called upon and pay income taxes among other responsibilities required of them. The CJS comprising the police force, the courts, and the correctional facilities should protect the citizens' constitutional rights when carrying out law enforcement tasks. The police play the main role in maintaining, protecting, and enforcing the constitutional rights of citizens. Therefore, this essay will discuss the police's roles when enforcing law and order about the responsibilities of abiding by the constitutional laws.  
The police is a body of public officers that represents the civil authority of the government. Stoebuck (1980) defines police as the law that governs the conduct of people's activities within a given jurisdiction. According to the Justice Statistics (2016), there are over 18,000 local law enforcement agencies across the country, with over 697,000 officers of the law as of 2019 data. 
Table 1: Number of Law Enforcement Officers in the US between 2007 and 2019
	Year
	Number of Enforcement Officers

	2019
	697,195

	2018
	686,665

	2017
	670,279

	2016
	652,936

	2015
	635,781

	2014
	627,949

	2013
	626,942

	2012
	670,439

	2011
	696,460

	2010
	705,009

	2009
	706,886

	2008
	708,569

	2007
	699,850



The police department size varies according to region, location, and population. For instance, there are over 36,000 police officers in New York City, while Hot Springs and Amherst have less than five officers each (Duffin, 2020). The police have many functions, including maintaining law and order in public, arresting criminals, conducting searches, and presenting the arrested criminals for trial trials. According to Duffin, The police make over 10 million arrests every year to facilitate the public's safety by holding individuals answerable for about 8.25 million law violation offenses (FBI: UCR, 2016). Table 2 below highlights some of the offenses committed.
Table 2: Criminality Rates in US in 2016
	Crime
	Estimated Number of Arrests

	TOTAL1
	10,662,252

	Homicide and non-negligent murder
	11,788

	Rape2
	23,632

	Theft
	95,754

	Forced physical attack
	383,977

	Break-in
	207,325

	Larceny-theft
	1,050,058

	Motor vehicle robbery
	86,088

	Incineration
	9,812

	Vicious crime3
	515,151

	Property crime3
	1,353,283

	Other attacks
	1,078,808

	Falsification and forging
	56,661

	Scam
	128,531

	Misappropriation
	15,937

	Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing
	93,981

	Sabotage
	195,951

	Arms; transport, owning, etc.
	156,777

	Prostitution and commercialized vice
	38,306

	Sex transgressions 
	51,063

	Drug misuse desecrations
	1,572,579

	Betting
	3,705

	Crimes against people
	88,748

	Driving under the influence
	1,017,808

	Liquor laws
	234,899

	Drunkenness
	376,433

	Disorganized behavior
	369,733

	Begging
	24,851

	All other offenses
	3,254,871

	Doubt
	576

	Restriction time and ambling law violations
	34,176



NOTE
	1. The above-listed cases do not include suspicion.
	

	2. This table's rape figure is a cumulative total of the figures acquiesced established on both the legacy and reviewed Uniform Crime Reporting classifications.

	3. Vicious criminalities are offenses of homicide and no negligent killing, rape, theft, and heightened physical attack. Property misconducts are transgressions of break-in, larceny-theft, motor vehicle stealing, and incineration.



Despite the police's very many arrests, much more has been left out due to the fourth amendment bill of rights. The fourth Modification of the constitution provides the US citizens with the right to be protected in their own homes and against perverse explorations and confiscations by the police. Upon probable cause, the law enforcer shall issue a warrant supported by oath and affirmation before a search can be conducted on personal space or property. Therefore, any arrest made by a police officer shall violate the Fourth Amendment if;
· The arrest is made without probable cause or a valid warrant of arrest.
· The evidence presented was obtained by unlawful means such as forceful confession.
In cases where arrests are made in desecration of the fourth modification rights, the Supreme Court is obligated to implement the exclusionary rule, which prevents the law enforcement agency from using any evidence obtained through the violation of the constitution of the US (Clancy, 1998). 

The police, although it works for hand in hand with the judiciary and the correctional facilities, it is an independent organ of the criminal justice with no links to courts. In criminal justice, the police play the role of fairly investigating crimes. The police collect concrete evidence and present it to the court for the criminal justice process to take effect. The evidence provided is important in proving the case beyond reasonable doubt against the accused. Without a stable judicial service system, the work of the police becomes solvent. A police officer has four basic duties, administering the law, inhibiting crimes, responding to predicaments, and providing support services when needed. If they fail to carry out these responsibilities, the community falls into the shackles of criminals. In other cases, the police perform their duties but with negligence resulting in police misconduct. The effects of police misconduct lead to poor administration and obstruction criminal of justice. Besides, misconduct of police may be informed of excessive use of force, police brutality, fabricated arrests, malicious prosecution and imprisonments, and wrongful killing of innocent civilians in the hands of police. According to studies done by Murphy (1982), police misconduct greatly challenges the assurance of the community in the enforcement agency system, terminates reverence for the law by citizens, and weakens the departmental self-control, harming the police optimism. When such cases of misconduct are not dealt with, the influence may spread to the entire police department and further into the justice system, hence crippling the entire criminal justice. At such high levels, the community loses trust and faith with the courts, the correctional facilities, and the government to fail to protect the constitutional rights of its citizens. Police misconduct is illegal and attracts an imprisonment penalty by the court of law. The body is responsible for handling misconduct of law enforcement officers in the Department of Internal Affairs, which is the Law Enforcement Agency mandated by the constitution to investigate and suspend officers misbehaving in the force.
The United States comprises the Native Americans, the Latin Americans, and the African Americans, all with different religious backgrounds and beliefs, including Christians, Muslims, and Atheists. The constitution has put guidelines to protect all these American people from racial, religious, and ethnic discrimination from one another. Besides, the constitution ensures the protection of all the citizens' rights and freedoms. The book itself cannot protect its citizens from abuse; therefore, a police body independent from political, religious, and racial affiliations is put in place to oversee all American citizens' safety within its jurisdictions. The United States Constitution mandates the Police department through several law enforcement agencies and officers to maintain and enforce law and order, solve crimes, spot criminal activities, and arrest criminals, protect people and their properties from malicious gang members. The strength of the police department is relatively reliant on the judicial system and the correctional facilities. The police depend on the courts to sentence criminals to serve jail terms in maximum remand prisons for crimes they are arrested for. When working together, all the sections of the CJD made up of the police, courts, correctional facilities) delivers justice to all American citizens through arresting, convicting, and punishing the guilty lawbreakers while protecting American society's innocent members. On the other hand, the criminal justice system works efficiently and effectively when the police conduct themselves properly as expected by the law. Misconduct by the police leads to a non-functional CJS that serves the interest of the integrity department's organs instead of the citizen who desperately needs the services. Therefore, in general, a nation's safety depends on the ability of law enforcement officers to work diligently for the citizens' service. In turn, they make the criminal justice system free and fair for all.
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